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MaawndoongananðTitle Translation 

Image on front coverï Learning Together by the Waterï explanation of Image on page 4 

Isabelle Osawamick, Wiikwemkoong Anishinaabe Outreach Specialist  

(pronounced like ñyawnò but with an ñmò) + (pronounced like ñownò with a ñdò in front) + (hard ñgò and 

soft ñuò) + (pronounced like ñnunò) 

 

Sovereignty Statement:  

The State of Michigan recognizes the inherent authority of the 12 federally recognized tribes of the 

Anishinaabe, Three Fires Confederacy, to govern themselves within the borders of the United States 

and within the state. 

 

Tribal sovereignty includes the right to govern oneôs community, ability to preserve oneôs culture, 

and the right to control oneôs own economy. 

 

As sovereign entities, Tribal nations are guaranteed the power and/or right to determine their form of 

government, define citizenship, make and enforce laws through their own police force and courts, 

collect taxes, and regulate property use. 

 

Traditionally known as the Anishinaabe a confederated nation comprised of the Ojibwe, Odawa and 

Bod®wadmi [Potawatomi]. The alliance is referred to as the Three Fires Confederacy, recognizing 

that each tribe functions as brethren to serve the alliance as a whole. 

 

The Ojibwe, our eldest kinsmen, were first in igniting the flames of the Council. They are the            

Keepers of the Medicine and Faith, entrusted with the sacred scrolls and teachings of our ancient 

Midewewin Lodge. 

 

The Odawa were second to build a fire as one people. They are the Keepers of the Trade, responsi-

ble for providing food and goods to the Nation. In the past, they commissioned and conducted large 

hunting and trading expeditions that created inter-tribal and later European alliances. Devoted to the 

Council and their duty to the people, they were fierce warriors and protectors of the vast trade net-

work controlled by the Anishinaabe . 

 

The Bod®wadmi [Potawatomi], are the youngest brother and last to build their 

own fire. The translation of their name refers to the duty to the confederacy, 

Keepers of the Fire. Potawatomi are responsible for protecting and nurturing 

the Anishinaabe council fire, for it is at the root of the culture and defining to us 

as a people. Still today, they are called upon to re-kindle the flames of the past, 

lighting the path to the future as Anishinaabe. 

 

 


